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UTEP PreRares Professionals
in Health, Business
.
UTEP's nearly 100-year commitment to the Paso del Norte region has long translated
into collaborations that benefit the community while educating our students. This issue
of UTEP Magazine contains highlights of outstanding programs that prepare well-qualified
professionals, produce innovative ideas and practices, and create enriched opportunities
for our students, their families and their neighbors throughout the Texas-New MexicoChihuahua border area.
Many recent high-profile "firsts" and accomplishments have helped ac'Celerate UTEP's
momentum toward becoming a nationally competitive research university. While the camj}US "rock stars" of invention and scientific discovery have often and justifiably been in
the spotlight, our health professions and business programs, which are already organically
linked to the region's well-being, have also _been making extraordinary strides.
New Nursing Dean Dr. Elias Provencio-Vasquez came to UTEP from the University of
Miami to lead an extraordinarily productive school that has been consistently graduating more than 200 baccalaureate nurses per year, the vast majority of whom will practice
locally, helping meet the increasing demand for nursing professionals. At the graduate
level, another 30-plus nurses annually earn master's degrees at UTEP, and by next year, we
anticipate authorization to offer a new doctoral degree in Nursing Practice. Also by fall
2011, our nursing students and faculty will move to their b_eautiful new state-of-the-art
facility on campus, which will enhance our capacity to provide this community with even
more and better-prepared nursing graduates.
Most of the students and faculty in the College 'of Health Sciences will join the School
of Nursing in this new on-campus facility and participate in the enhanced curriculum
and research ogportunities that it is designed to support. Other Health Sciences programs, especially those at the graduate level, such as Pharmacy, Physical and Occupational Therapy and Speech/ Language Pathology, will remain at the Campbell Building
Downtown, where they will be able to expaJ1d their efforts to prepare highly skilled
professionals to meet the growing health care needs of-and conduct research on topics
of spedal impottance to-El Paso and the surrounding region. A fast-growing number
of degrees-nearly 200 bachelor's and 50 master's-are awarded every year in the many
Health Sciences specialties, and the College awarded its first doctoral degree, a Ph.D. in
Interdisciplinary Health Sciences, last December. Moreover, UTEP research in the College
of Health Sciences and across the campus in such areas as bioscience and biomedical
engineering augments the' learning opportunities for future health professionals while
also contributing important findings to the growing body of knowledge of the health
challenges of our borderland population.
Dean Robert Nachtmann ahd the College of Business Administration, along with UTEP's
friends and supporters in the Paso del Norte business community, were also guided by
principles of real-world productivity and community integration when they collaborated
on the new downtown Graduate Business Center that you'lt read about in this issue. MBA
graduates of The University of Texas at El Paso can boast of a regionally focused, nationally recognized curriculum that combines specialized mentoring with unique practical
experience in a binational, bicultural setting. No wonder this program is rated among the
top programs in the U.S. for Hispanic students!
As this issue of UTEP Magazine conveys very well,
we continue to take pride in our many outstanding
programs, as they trend confidently toward excellence,
while affording unmatched access to the residents
of this region. As this Paso del Norte region works to
achieve its vision for the future, UTEP is proud to be
preparing the majority of those professionals whose ongoing commitment and contributions to this region will add
immeasurably to our prosperity and quality of life.
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As president of
Kappa Delta Pi, an
honorary organization for education students,
she has been an
active member
of the Bilingual
Education Student
Organization. She
also has organized
and volunteered
for events at the
College of Education, including
helping children
at the Ronald MeDonald House and
the Child Crisis
Center of El Paso.
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Leadership

Leadership
After living in
Brazil, she worked to
create the Brazilian
Culture Center in
2008, a project that
has helped other students embrace the
importance of global
education. She .also
has helped sponsor
events such as the
annual Brazilian
festivals.

Delta Sorority, which
promotes community service. After
earning a degree
in psychology and
mathematics, she
plans to pursue a
graduate degree in
student affairs and
administration in
higher education
from Texas A&M
University.

PhilanthropyI
Service
§

§

She has distin~l! guished herself with
§
her tireless com~
§§ mitment to women's
~ health issues, includl!
ing breast cancer
~ awareness as a vol~
~
§ unteer for the Susan
l1
~ G. Komen Founda~
~ tion. After complet~ ing her education
§ degree with a focus
~
~ on higher education
§
l1
administration, she
~
~ plans to work in the
~ student life depart~~ ment at a university
in the Dallas/ Fort
Worth area.
§
§

*
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PhilanthropyI
Service

PhilanthropyI
Service

An accounting
major, she is
the community
service director "
for the Hispanic
Business Association, which has
created ties with
the community
for fundraising
projects. Both she
and her mother
contributed to the
project, "Creando
Una Sonrisa Con
Amor," (Creating a
Smile with Love)
which helps to
feed and provide
Christmas presents for children

A communications
major who works
for the Student
Development Cen-.
ter, Rivera is the
head of the Queer
Student Alliance,
·.
which sponsors
t~e SpeakOUT
program, part
of the Rainbow
M1ner Initiative
that encourages
students to educate others about
homophobia. She
wants to pursue
a graduate degree
at UTEP in Borderland Studies.

.

UTEP MAGAZINE SPRING 2010

'·•

13

UTEP MAGAZINE SPRING 2010

'·•

21

life of a pioneer
John Claude White was born in Calcutta, India, in 1853. He attended schools
in England and Germany, and studied civil engineering at the Royal Indian
Civil Engineering College in England. After graduating in 1876, he began his
career as an engineer in India, then a British colony.
After 10 years in India, he was reassigned as a political officer in Gangtok,
the capital of Sikkim, a small country between Bhutan and Tibet, where he
stayed for 20 years. He traveled to neighboring Bhutan on official business and
to pursue his own explorations, becoming the first westerner to visit many
parts of the countJ;y. He carried his glass plate camera on his journeys, capturing the buildings, landscapes and people in images that were published in the
National Geographic photo essay "Castles in the Air: Experiences and Journeys
in Unknown Bhutan" that made such an impression on Kathleen Worrell.
White returned to England after his retirement in 1908, where he lectured
on his experiences and published his memoirs, Sikhim and Bhutan: Twenty-One
Years on the North-East Frontier, 1887-1908, and other articles on the Himalayan
kingdoms. He died in London in 1918.

journey back in time
More than a century after he left Asia, White's great-granddaughter, Beryl
Hartley, a historian of natural history in Oxford, England, and Hartley's daughter, Claire, traveled to Bhutan armed with more than 80 of White's photographs
to follow in his footsteps and see how much had changed.
"Sometimes, trees had grown up and so the view was obscured, but mostly
we managed to get photos similar to White's," said Claire Hartley, a jewelry
designer, in an e-mail interview from her home in Scotland. "It was interesting
to see that outside many of the dzongs, the same cypress trees seen in White's
photos were still there."
The Hartleys began their journey in the town 'of Paro, Bhutan. They took
pictures of Paro Dzong, below which White had camped beside the river in
1905. The dzong burned down just before his second visit in 1907, but has
since been restored.
They visited the country's capital. Thimphu, and Thimphu Dzong and then
continued on to Punakha Dzong, where White presented the insignia of the
Knight Commander of the Indian Empire to Sir Ugyen Wangchuck in 1905 and
attended Wangchuck's coronation as the country's first king two years later.
Wangdicholing Dzong had changed the least of all the dzongs since
White's visit nearly a century earlier, Claire Hartley said. It was one of her
favorite stops.

"It is smaller and more intimate, and ... it is so similar to when White was
there as we saw from his photographs," she said. "Many of the dzongs had the
same external structure as in White's time, but inside, the various courtyards,
with their ladders and railings, had sometimes changed or been refurbished."
Today, the country still has a strong Buddhist presence, Claire Hartley
said. Monasteries and dzongs were prominent in most villages during White's
time, often perched on the ridges and peaks of the hills. The hillsides have
more trees now than they did when White was there, many of the dirt tracks
are now paved roads, and modern technologies such as power lines, are visible where they were absent in the photos taken by White and his son-in-law,
Henry Hyslop.
But the traditional architectural style has been preserved in Bhutan, as it
has been at UTEP since Old Main was constructed in 1917.
"Just being in the places described by White and by Hyslop was fantastic,"
Claire Hartley said. "We read how they were welcomed by Sir Ugyen Wangchuck, the first king, some miles from the dzongs and where camps had been
prepared for them. Dancers and musicians would process ahead of them for the
last few miles. After we had read their reports of each place, we took photos
from the same positions they had chosen to take their pictures and imagined
what their experiences were like."
The Hartleys were invited to a royal wedding-the marriage of Her Royal
Highness Ashi Dechen Yangzom Wangchuck, the sister of Bhutan's king, His
Majesty Jig me Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, to Dasho Tandin Namgyel.
"It was such an honor to be invited and it was so wonderful to meet the
royal family," Claire Hartley said. "They were so welcoming and knowledgeable about White and his close friendship to Sir Ugyen Wangchuck,
the first king." .
·
The Hartleys left Bhutan taking with them hundreds of their own photos
and a better understanding of-the role the~r ancestors played in the history of
Bhutan, and of UTEP.
"It was a wonderful journey for lots of different reasons-imagining White
and Hyslop's journeys, enjoying· the history of that time and experiencing Bhutan for ourselves," Claire Hartley said. "We were so lucky to be able to go to
Bhutan together to do this, and I feel we did achieve what we had hoped-taking the same photographs and reliving for ourselves their experiences-but I
hope we can go back."
In the not-too-distant future, Claire Hartley hopes to make another journey-this time-to El Paso's own "Bhutan on the Border."
"I do hope to come to UTEP sometime in 2010 or 2011," she said. "It would
be very special for me." ~
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nr:LjiiStjn Sipla
MUSIC, MOVIES AND MONSTERS FROM THE PAST

,

BY DAVID PEREGRINO
It was actually a two-for-one coup for the
University to land Justin Sipla, who earned his
Ph.D. in Anatomical Sciences from Stony Brook
University, N.Y. in 2007. Sipla also happens to be an
expert on dinosaur locomotion-the study of the
way the.beasts stood and walked on land, as well as
how they flew in the air.
With this kind of background, it's hard to
assign a title to Sipla. ''I'm a sort of 'functional
morphologist' slash paleontologist," he said, after
reflecting on the question for a few moments.
His office is usually home to a dinosaur skull or
two. When he's not teaching anatomy, neuroscience
or kinesiology, you can usually find Sipla traveling somewhere across the country, with the skull
of a velociraptor or other ancient creature held in
his protective grasp. His destination may be The
University of Texas at Austin or even private medical clinics-wherever he can find the appropriate
medical imaging machine to scan the skulls.
He is interested in the dinosaurs' or primitive
birds' ear canals, which reveal the story behind the
animals' plane of movement as they ambled, ran or
flew on this planet millions of years ago.
"Peering into the skull with aCT (computed
tomography) scanner, we can actually tell from
the inner ear shape if an animal was adapted
for flight. It can help us understand the process
behind the evolution of birds," said Sipla who, of
late, has turned his paleontological focus to birds'
early ancestors.
Understanding the make-up of inner ears also
has been useful in determining whether a dinosaur
walked on four legs or two, Sipla said.
"It helps museum curators know how to mount
their specimens-should they be standing on their
back legs, or hunched down on all fours?" he said.
But dinosaurs were the last thing on Sipla's
mind when he began his educational journey after

high school in his hometown of Thousand Oaks,
Calif. In fact, he really didn't finish 'high school, in
the traditional sense-bored with the curriculum,
he received permission to test for a high school
equivalency diploma at age 17.
So wh(lt would a newly liberated teenager in
California do? Become a rock star of course.
"I played and taught guitar for a while ... but
I quickly realized I didn't enjoy that whole L.A.
music scene," Sipla said. "Around 18 I realized it
wasn't something I wanted to do for a living."
So began Sipla's wandering years, a blur of
rather menial jobs, traveling and living with
friends and dabbling in a community college education in Tucson. He loved movies, so he found-work
as a production assistant on film sets, and then
moved on to helping build miniature models for
special effects in Hollywood films . When opportunities dried up there, he got a "stock-room type
job" at Technicolor.
"It was about then that I realized I should be
doing more with my life," Sipla said.
His friends back in Tucson had studied cultural
anthropology, a subject that piqued his interest. So
he took the plunge himself, enrolling in a course in
a local community college.
He soon discovered he had a passion as well as
a talent for the fascinating field of work. He transferred to UCLA and earned a degree in anthropology in 2001. As an undergraduate, he participated
in anthropological field work in Peru and Kenya.
"It was the time of my life," Sipla recalled.
"For the first time, I was doing something that I
truly loved."
At age 28, Sipla moved on to graduate school
at Stony Brook University in New York, where he
earned his doctorate. He said the degree was a huge
relief for his mother, who had long fretted about
what would become of her son. Now she could say

·'

They speak different

languages, their countries are
chilly toward one another and
the clash between their religious
sects has been the source of
bloody conflict in Iraq.
BY JENN CRAWFORO
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Despite their differences, Maryarn Zarei
:haleshtori and Lubna Hamdan are remarkably sirnlar. They both recently completed their environnental science and engineering doctoral degrees
tt The University of Texas at El Paso, they are both
nterested in bringing peace to the Middle East,
hey believe that building a water and power plant
n the Gaza Strip would help the peace process, and
hey have become best friends.
Zarei and Hamdan, both named Miner Heroes
n the category of research by the UTEP Student
!overnrnent Association for 2010, met in 2005
n the environmental science and engineering
·oordinator's office on campus. Zarei was there to
ake a test at the end of her first year in the Ph.D.
>rograrn, and Hamdan was inquiring about the
>rograrn. The office secretary introduced them.
"When I looked at [Hamdan]. she looked like
l really tough person," Zarei recalled from their
irst meeting. "She was very serious, but she said
good luck."'
They had a class together that year. Because
Iarndan had just arrived in the United States and
lid not know anyone, she gravitated toward Zarei
:ince they were both from the Middle East.
"It was kind of safe to be with her," said Hamtan, who had come from a protective family that
vas concerned about allowing her to leave Jordan
1t all. She had been dependent on her family, and
earning to live alone in a foreign country was
rightening, but something she wanted to do.
"There are no Ph.D. programs in science and
~ngineering in Jordan," she said. "I know that the
Jnited States is very strong in research and their
miversities are very respectable, so I thought this
vas a good place for me to come.
"When I carne it was very easy to make .friends
n the community and at the University," she
tdded. "And the first one I met who is a close
riend to me is Maryarn."
Hamdan and Zarei found that they had common
nterests and similar backgrounds, despite the
:hilly relations between Jordan and Iran.
"I can tell her my concerns and she can unlerstand because she is from a similar culture,"
Iarndan said.
The women had several classes together and
nade a ·great team. In 2008, they worked with Russ
:hianelli. Ph.D., director of the Materials Research
md Technology Il)stitute at UTEP, to publish a re:earch paper in the journal Renewable Energy called
'Sustainable Water and Energy in Gaza Strip." In
'ebruary 2010, they won first place for their poster
nesentation about the project at the Building
'artnerships and Pathways to Address Engineerng Grand Challenges conference, an international
Jathering of engineers hosted at UTEP.
Hamdan and Zarei began working on the project
.ogether .in Chianelli's Environmental Problem Solvng course for doctoral students in 2007. The goal
>f the course was for students to work in interdis:iplinary teams to solve a real-world problem. Their
noje~t was one of only two in the history of the
:lass to be published.
"What I always admired about [Hamdan and
~a;ei] 'was their tenacity," Chianelli said. "They
ust seerned .to complement each other so well ... I
1ad a lot of fun with them because !;learned from
hem. They were const:u1.tly working together; it
vas a great team." '
.,.
Their project propose~- building a solar-powered
mergy plant in the Ga.za Strip, a srnalllerritory
tlong the Mediterranean Sea that has be~n the site

.
'

Growing up, neither woman was exposed to conflict between Shiites and Sunnis, now the source of
violence in Iraq.
"Everybody's belief is between themselves and
God," Zarei said. "They shouldn't kill each other
for these things. We have the same religion. We are
both Muslim. Originally, [Shiites and Sunnis] have
the same basic belief."
Hamdan, whose parents are Palestinians
from the West Bank, was born in Kuwait. She
went to high school there and taught in schools
where it was forbidden to mention the words
"Shia" and "Sunni."
"I never understood the difference between
Shia and Sunni," she said. "I find it very crazy.
We have the same book exactly; we believe in
the Prophet Muhammed as the last prophet. Our
source of conflict is just who should be the ruler of
the Muslims." The Shiites believe that the leader
should be the cousin of the Prophet Muhammed
and his descendants, and the Sunni believe that
THEY HAD ACLASS
the ruler can be anyone the Muslim community
deems worthy.
TOGETHER THAT YEAR.
Zarei had a similar upbringing in Iran, where
the majority of the population was Shia.
BECAUSE HAMDAN HAD
"As long as I was in Iran, I never knew Shia
and Sunni," she said. "We just read it in books."
JUST ARRIVED IN THE
The problems, she said, are in Iraq. And they are
not problems caused by religion; they are conflicts
UNITED STATES AND DID
between individuals.
Both Zarei and Hamdan said they grew up feelNOT KNOW ANYONE, SHE
ing respected and free as Middle Eastern women.
"A lot of people have the wrong idea about the
GRAVITATED TOWARD
Muslim woman," Hamdan said. According to the
teachings of Islam, women have rights and should
ZAREI SINCE THEY WERE
be respected. That is usually the case, the women
said, but sometimes there is a difference between
BOTH FROM THE
Islamic teachings and some of the customs and
behaviors of Muslim communities.
MIDDLE EAST.
They were both able to attend universities
in their horne countries, earning Bachelor's and
master's degrees and teaching before relocating to
El Paso. They were able to make their own choice
Hamdan recognized that although the Gaza
Strip does not have oil or a source of fresh water,
about whether to wear the hijab or not. and both
it does have a long shoreline. Building a cochose to do so at an early age.
Despite their upbringing in open-minded
generation plant to produce both energy and clean
water from renewable sources would be an efficient · families, not everyone is comfortable with the
friendship between the two women. Hamdan said
option with potential to help ease the conflict in
the region.
_
she sometimes receives e-rnails about what she
"You can't make people live a miserable life and
calls "fanatic" Shia that irritate her. She ignores
them. Her own family supports the friendship, as
expect them to make peace," Hamdan said. "To
have peace, you are happy and the other person is
does Zarei's. Often, the women will speak to each
other's mothers on the phone, even though Zarei
happy; you have your rights and the other person
does not know Hamdan's native language of Arabic,
has his rights; you live in dignity and the other
person lives in dignity. I think this project will be
and Hamdan does not speak Persian.
Occasionally, the women argue with each other,
very supportive of peace."
but at the end they laugh. Sometimes they pray
Zarei and Hamdan combined their talents and
knowledge to do the research and help each other
together or go to each other's mosques.
Now that they have graduated, they hope to
understand the technical details of the project. Zarei would bring her children to Hamdan's house and stay together. Both are looking for postdoctoral
stay until after midnight, reading and studying
opportunities-Za.rei in desalination and Hamdan
in water and energy resources-but they know the .
with Hamdan while the children slept. Together,
chances of finding a job in the same community
they were able to accomplish the work better and
are slim.
faster than either would have alone, they said.
"The four or five years we were together, I felt
"I am very sad when I feel that the semester is
going to be over, because I think this is the last
like I learned how to study efficiently in a group,"
time we are going to be together:' Zarei said.
Zarei said.
But no matter where they are, they'll always
Through those years, their cultural and reliremain friends, they said.
gious differences have never been an issue. One
"Sometimes you find your match;' Zarei said.
day the two women were talking with Chianelli
about religion, and Zarei said, "She's a Sunni;
"As long as I see [Hamdan] is successful. that will
make me happy." ~
I'm a Shiite. It's not a problem. We're friends,"
Chianelli recalled.

of violent conflict between Israelis and Palestinians in recent years, to produce clean water and
electricity. Solar energy would produce electricity
and desalinate the seawater. The power and water
could eventually be exported to the West Bank,
another contested Palestinian territory, and the
Najav Desert in Israel.
Hamdan, whose family originates from the West
Bank, knew firsthand how serious the water shortage and contamination was becoming, and how it
was further straining the relationship between
Israelis and Palestinians.
"The roots of most conflicts in the world are
economic," she said. "In addition to the occupation
of Palestinian territories, they fight for energy,
they fight for their sources of water, so if the situation becomes worse and worse, maybe there will
be a new war."
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"I never dreamed this day would come," Bob Kitchens said. "But, then, I never dreamed I would become a coach, either. . .!'\\ tell you something. My parents
named me Robert. When I was a little boy, my name was Bobby. When I became
a young man, it was Bob. And when I became a coach, it was Coach. And, after
August 31, I won't be Coach anymore. That will take some getting used to."
If the decision is bittersweet for a man who has coached track and field
for 42 years, it must be the same for Miner fans-except with a heavier dose
of bitter.
In 22 years at UTEP, Kitchens has won enough titles to fill the resumes of a
dozen coaches-six top-five finishes in the nation, 15 conference championships, 21 NCAA champions, 28 Olympians, 133 outdoor All-Americans, 73 indoor
AU-Americans and 14 cross-country AU-Americans.
"The name Bob Kitchens is world-renowned and widely respected among the
track and field circuit," UTEP Director of Athletics Bob Stu\\ said. "The amount
of success Coach Kitchens has had on and off the field isn't limited by the number of AU-Americans and championships. He has done an outstanding job of not
only continuing and adding to the tradition of athletic excellence, but he has
built his own legacy within this University."
And through a\\ that glory and success, the coach remained at UTEP-a commitment to the University he shared with another legendary coach, the late Don
Haskins, who guided the Miners to their historic NCAA basketball championship
in 1966.
"Don was just a really, really good guy," Kitchens said. "One day, he told me,
'You know, people don't understand, really understand, just what a great coach
52
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you are.' And I thought, 'You know, the minute you start thinking you're great,
you're headed for a fa\\.'
"UTEP was a great fit for me. It was home."
For Kitchens, a walk-on sprinter who earned a scholarship by his senior year
at Texas Tech University, it a\\ started at West Texas A&M in 1968, when he got
his first coaching job. It was a challenge . He did not just have to coach a team;
he had to recruit a team.
"I thought I knew something," he said, smiling . "I didn't know anything .
I recruited five athletes from the student body, and I coached every event. I
learned how to budget my time.''
Kitchens transcended those difficulties, performing we\\ enough to land a
head coaching job at Mississippi State in 1979.
It was there that he coached perhaps his greatest athlete, Lorenzo DanieL
the Mississippi State sprinter who set the collegiate record of 19.87 seconds in
the 200-meter dash in 1988.
"One of the worst hurts I've ever experienced was when Lorenzo tore his
quadriceps before the 1988 Olympics in Seoul (Korea) ," Kitchens said . "He
was favored to win the 200. He was a great runner and a great human being ,
very dedicated."
A native of Silverton, Texas, Kitchens loved coaching at Mississippi State,
but he missed his home state. Whenever he returned to the Lone Star State, he
stepped off the plane and inhaled, as if what made Texas Texas was present in
the very air he breathed. So, when he had a chance·to come back home in 1988,
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F[oytl
Named Men's Basketball Head Coach at UTEP

Tim Floyd became UTEP's 18th men's basketball
1ead coach on March 30, returning to the place
rhere he landed his first full-time coaching posiion more than 30 years ago.
"WeJ_e all delighted to welcome Tim Floyd back
1ome," UTEP President Diana Natalicio said. "He
,rings Miner pride and tradition to the UTEP men's
~ asketball program. As a former assistant to coach
ion Haskins, he's uniquely qualified to bring glory
ack to Glory Road."
"We are ve·ry pleased that Tim is coming back to
ITEP," Director of Athletics Bob Stull said. "Not only
tas he been a successful college coach, taking three
ifferent teams to the NCAA Tournament, but he
as been a head coach in the NBA as well. He is an
utstanding coach and recruiter, and is well-conected in the El Paso community from his days as
n assistant to the legendary coach Don Haskins." .
Floyd, an assist~. nt coach at UTEP from 1978-86,
as posted a 328-180 record in 16 seasons as a col:ge head coach. His teams have made eight NCAA
ournament appearances and three trips to the
lational Invitation Tournament (NIT) in previous
tops at Idaho (1986-88), New Orleans (1988-94),
owa State (1994-98) and USC (2005-09).
Floyd led Iowa State and USC to the "Sweet
6" of the NCAA Tournament in 1997 and 2007,
espectively, and.New Orleans advanced three
ounds in the NIT in 1990. Floyd's teams also
ave won three conference tournaments (New
'rleans 1990, Iowa State 1996, USC 2009). while
osting ten 20-win seasons.
Floyd, 56, was also a head coach in the National
.asketball Association for five seasons with the
hicago Bulls (1998-2002) and New Orleans Hornets
2003-04). He led a major rebuilding effort with
he Bulls following the departure of coach Phil
ackson, and players Michael Jordan and Scottie
ippen. Floyd directed the Hornets to the 2004 NBA
layoffs, where they lost to Miami in a seven-game
rst round series.
Not only does Floyd have a reputation for be19 one of the top coaches in college basketball,
ut he has excelled at player development as well.
hirteen players have made it to the NBA in Floyd's
6 seasons as a college head coach, including three
rho did not p\ay high' school basketball.
Floyd began his coaching career as a student
ssistant at his alma mater, Louisiana iech, in 1977
efore moving to UTEP, wher~ he was a pa\:t of the
liners'.run to three· NCAA Tournaments (1984-86)
nd three NI!s (1980-§1, 1983). Whi\e sery-ing as
TEP ~s primary, recruiter, Floyd put together Classes
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of players that won five straight Western Athletic
Conference titles (1983-87) and appeared in seven
consecutive NCAA tournaments (1984-90).
In his first season as a college head coach at
Idaho (1986-87), Floyd orchestrated a 16-14 record
with a team coming off three straight last place
finishes in the Big Sky Conference. Floyd was 35-25
in two seasons with the Vandals before moving to
the University of New Orleans, where he engineered
five postseason tournament appearances in six seasons. UNO averaged 21 victories under Floyd, who
became one of just four NCAA Division I coaches
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,~
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to win four conference championships in their
first five years at a school. He was twice named
his conference's Coach of the Year at New Orleans
(American South in l989 and Sun Belt in 1993).
He compiled an 81-47 mark at Iowa State,
becoming the only Cyclone coach to post three con-

secutive 20-win seasons and lead the team to three
straight NCAA Tournament first round victories.
Three of his teams ended the season ranked in
the nation's top 20, including the 1997 squad that
rose to as high as fourth in the country. ISU won a
then-school record 24 games in his second season
(1995-96). He was tabbed the Big Eight Coach of
the Year and was runner-up for AP National Coach
of the Year after leading the Cyclones to their firstever Big Eight Tournament championship.
A native of Hattiesburg, Miss., Floyd spent two
seasons as a walk-on at Southern Miss before earning a scholarship at Louisiana Tech. He received his
bachelor's degree in health and physical education
from Louisiana Tech in 1977. Growing up, Floyd
worked summers f.or the New Orleans Saints, who
held their training camp in Hattiesburg at the time ..
Floyd and his wife, Beverly, have a daugliter,
Shannon. His daughter had a brief role and Floyd
served as the basketball adviser for the 2006 movie
Glory Road, which chronicles UTEP's (then known
as Texas Western College) drive to the historic 1966
national title.
Floyd's late father, Lee, was a member of UTEP's
(then known as the College ·of Mines and Metallurgy) 1941 Border Conference championship team
and was also a head basketball coach at the college
level. Lee Floyd is the second-winningest coach in
~outhern Miss history, fashioning a mark of 246148 from 1949-54 and 1962-71. ~
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A UTEP graduate and former Miner basketball player who also is a superrnodel is using
her celebrity status for the greater good in her
horne country.
Claudia Lampe Porras '08 grew up in Bolivia.
By the time she turned 18, she was a well-known
fashion model and player for the Bolivian National Basketball Team.
UTEP Women's Basketball Head Coach Keitha
Adams got wind of this rising star and sent her
assistant coach to recruit Porras, who left the
catwalk in Bolivia for the hardwood floor at The
- University of Texas at El Paso in 2006.
"Once she arrived we talked about her basketball skills, her game and how she could help
our team," Adams said.
On the UTEP court, Porras was known for
her camaraderie.
"What was truly special about her is that she
was all about the team and us winning. She was
very unselfish, hardworking and had a great
demeanor. She was always very positive. She's
great inside and out," Adams said.
Porras graduated from UTEP in 2008 with a
bachelor's degree in business administration.
Her senior year proved to be the most memorable in UTEP women's basketball history.
The team finished the season with an unprecedented 16-0 record in Conference USA and
won the conference championship. They ranked
in the top 25 in the country and made it to the
second round of the NCAA tournament.
"We hung two banners in the Haskins Center
from that team, and Claudia played a part in
that," Adams said.
The former UTEP forward left El Paso in
2008 to play pro basketball in Denmark. Por-

ras has given that up to continue her life in
South America.
"I need to help my country out as I did when
I was living here (before)," Porras said. She now
coaches children's basketball and participates in
fashion shows to raise money for charity.
Bolivia is one of t he poorest and least developed countries in Latin America. Good jobs are
scarce, and those _who do find employment often
work 10 to 12 hours a day for a few dollars.
The most popular sport in Bolivia, as in most
of Latin America, is soccer. The few basketball
courts available for recreation are old and rundown, and most are used for soccer.
"We don't get to play in big gyms like the
ones you have in the states," Porras said.
The best basketball court that Porras's hornetown of Santa Cruz has to offer has bent hoops
and broken backboards.
Some of the children Porras coaches hope to
follow in her footsteps and leave their native
country to play basketball someday.
"I think her advice is very good," said 9-yearold Sheila Uriona. 'Td love to be like her." ~

To view the story as it appeared on KVIA:
www.kvia.comfsports

@
Listen to Coach Keitha Adams talk
about Claudia Lampe Porras at
utepmagazine.utep.edu.
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Albert Armendariz Sr.
Beale L. Burdett
(*), an El Paso judge and
(B.A. '76) is director
civil rights leader who
. of development for
passed away in October
Candlelighters of El Paso.
2007, was memorialized
Debra C. "Debbi" Hester
in October when President
(B. B.A. ' 77), a real estate
Barack Obama signed a law
agent with ERA Sellers,
naming El Paso's new federal Buyers and Associates in
courthouse in his honor.
El Paso, was recognized
as the company's 2009
Premier Agent and also
Charles H. "Pug" Gabrel received SflA's 2009 Circle of
Excellence Award.
(B.A.. '51), a former UTEP
David C. Chavez (B.A.
football player, in November
'71), a retired teacher, was
was posthumously inducted
appointed to the El Paso into the UTEPAthletic Hall
County Ethics Commission in
of Fame.
October.
Elias C. Hernandez
(B.S. '74), a background
investigator for the
Mary A. Decker is a
Department of Homeland
self-employed El Paso
Security, in October was
seamstress. She produces
honored as the 2009
racing silks worn by jockeys
Outstanding Ex for El Paso's
in thoroughbred racing.
Canutillo High School.
Lt. Col. Patrick C. "Pat" Hernandez resides in El Paso.
Lanpher (8 A. '66) and
Russell L. Wiggs (B.B.A.
his wife, Rose Marie
'79), an insurance agent at
Lanpher (B.S.Ed. '66),
State Farm Insurance, in
reside in St. Augustine:
May 2009 was elected to i he
Fla. Pat, retired from the
_ District 4 board of trustees
U.S. Army, recently retired
for the El Paso Independent
again after more than two
School District.
decades as an information
technology consultant in the
Washington, D.C. area. Rose
Mirna A. Aguinaga
Marie recently retired after
25 years as an elementary
(B. B.A. '89) in June was
school teacher.
promoted to vice president
William D. "Doyle"
of card services strategic
Smith (B.A. '68; M.A. '74),
planning for Bank of
an associate professor of
America. Aguinaga resides
economics and finance at
UTEP, in October received the in Dallas.
Domingo M. Fuentes
Faculty Research Award in
(B S M.E '82), an
Economics and Finance for a
installation support
co-authored paper presented
coordinator for the U.S.
at the 51st Annual Mountain
Army Corps of Engineers at
Plains Management
Fort Bliss, Texas, received
Association Conference in
the corps' 2008 Installation
Grand Junction, Colo.
Support Coordinator of the
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Year Award.
Thomas M. "Tom"
Fullerton Jr. (B. B.A. '81), a
professor of economics and
finance at UTEP, received the
Faculty Research Award in
Economics and Finance for a
co-authored paper presented
at the 51st Annual Mountain
Plains Management
Association Conference in
Grand Junction, Colo. •
Henry Gallardo (*), a
founding partner of Strategic
Wealth Advisors in El Paso,
was elected secretary of the
Workforce Solutions Upper
Rio Grande board of directors
in October.
Tim Hardaway (*),a
former UTEP basketball
player, in October had his
jersey number reiired by the
Miami Heat basketball team.
Hardaway, a-17-year NBA
veteran who played more
than five seasons with the
Heat, is the second player in
the team's 21-year history to
receive the honor.
Raymond "Ray"
Hernando (B.B.A. '81),
president and owner of
RHOLogistics, in August
was named Hispanic
Businessman of the Year
by the Texas Association of
Mexican-American Chambers
of Commerce.
Carolyn L. Mora
(B.B.A. '84), owner of the
El Paso financial services
company Carolyn L. Mora
CPA PC, was appointed in
September to the finance
committee of the Paso del
Norte Health Foundation
board of directors.
Gina M. Palafox (*), an El
Paso attorney, was appointed
to the El Paso County Ethics

Commission in October.
Rebecca Rayman
(B.S.N. '86) is executive
director of the East Central
District Health Department
and the Good Neighbor
Community Health Center in
Columbus, Neb.
Carla Sierra (B.A. '85;
M.A. '98), administrative
director of marketing and
physician relations at Del Sol
Medical Center in El Paso,
was elected to the Ysleta
Education Foundation's
board of directors in October.
Amparo Suarez (B.B.A.
'89) and her husband, Rev.
Jose J. Suarez (B.S '86),
co-founded and operate
H.O.P.E. Youth Ranch Inc.,
which provides faith-based
therapeutic care for abused
youth and their families in
Hudson, Fla.
Linda D. Swink (B.A. '89)
has published her second
book, In Their Honor: The
Men Behind the Names of
Our Military Installations, a
collection of 524 biographies
about heroes honored for
their service to our country.
Jorge Vielledent (B.B A.
'86), a financial professional
with AXA Advisors LLC in
El Paso, was awarded the
company's 2009 Regional
Honor Associate Award for
representing the qualities
of a "total professional":
community service, loyalty,
leadership and respect.
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Albert Arellano (B.B.A.
'91; M.B.A. '04), business
services manager at El Paso
Area Teachers Federal Credit
Union, was elected vice
president of membership

'

for the Ysleta Education
Foundation's bdard of
directors in October.
, •.
Edua,rdo C. Ar~Hano Jr.
(B.A. 93 ; M.P.A. 96 ) JOined
the facu lty 1n UTEP's Cortege
of Education as an a~sociate
professor in the Depa"rtment
of Educational Leadership
and Foundations.

.m

Susan Wiggs (BJ S. '00),
student activities manager
at Irvin High School in El
Paso, was named District
IX Student Council Advisor
of the Yea r for 2009-10.
Additionally, her work with
the Teens in the Driver Seat
Program earned Wiggs
the 2009-10 "Sponstar
Award " from the Texas
Transportation Institute.
Sergio L. Contreras
(B B.A. '01 ; M.S. '08)
received the Facu lty
Research Award in
Economics and Finance at
the 51st Annual Mountain
Plains Management
Association Conference in
Grand' Junction, Colo., for a
paper he co-authored. The
paper is based on research
conducted for Contreras'
master's thesis.
Mario A. Gutierrez
(M.Ed. '02; B.S.N. '07) was
recognized in September as
Nurse of the Year at the El
Paso Psychiatric Center.
Jason P. Hungerford
(B.A. '03) in October joined
El Paso law firm Kemp Smith
LLP's litigation department
as an associate.
Julia Kokina (B.B.A. '06)
joined Schmid, Broaddus,
Nugent and Gano PC, an
El Paso accounting firm, in
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September.
Cedric A. Lyerly Jr.
• (ll'.BA. '06) in September
was promoted to audit senior
at El Paso accounting firm
c1

Sc~m1 ' Broaddus, Nugent
ana 9ano PC. . .
Davtd C. Nemtr (M.B.A.
'05), president of El
Paso-based engineering
companies X-L Synergy •'
and TXL Group Inc., was
appointed in October to
the El Paso County Ethics
Commission.
Kelly E. Parker (B.A. '04),
a former UTEP soccer player,
is assistant coach for the
UTEP women's soccer team.
In January 2009, Parker was
drafted to play midfield for
the New Jersey Sky Blue in
the Women's Professiona l
Soccer league. The Sky Blue
won the WPS Championship
in August 2009.
Karin J. Smith (B. B.A.
'00) was hired in September
as tax manager of the
El Paso accounting firm
Schmid, Broaddus, Nugent
and Gano PC.
Elizabeth C. Terrazas
(B.S. '00) in November was
named president of Junior
Achievement of the Desert
Southwest. Terrazas resides
in El Paso.
Evelyn Urbina (B.S. '02)
obtained her M.B.A. from UT
Arlington in 2009, and was
recently promoted to systems
engineer staff member ilt
Lockheed Martin in Fort
Worth, Texas.
(*) denotes attendance
at UTEP
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continued from page 11

Russia, Thailand and Venezuela.
With the help of the British Consulate in Houston, all of the
Imperial College students and faculty were able to leave by April
25, a few days earlier than anticipated.
If nothing else, the unexpected stopover was a good way to
make a new connection between Imperial College and UTEP, said
Laura Serpa, Ph.D., a UTEP geology professor.
"We've heard from two or three of them that they're t hinking
seriously about coming to UTEP for Ph.D. study at some point,"
she said.
Serpa and Terry Pavlis, Ph.D., know what it's like to be
stranded. The UTEP geology professors were both teaching at the
University of New Orleans when Hurricane Katrina hit in 2005.
They had about 24 hours to evacuate their home on the Mississippi Gulf Coast before the worst of the storm hit.
"We moved about 12 times the year after Hurricane Katrina,
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and initially it was like what these students are going through,"
Serpa said. "We were staying in hotels, stranded there with our
two cats."
When the couple heard about the plight of the 53 Imperial
College students and their professors, they immediately offered
to host a barbecue at their West El Paso home.
"It's not uncommon for geologists to have disasters," Serpa
said. "We travel with students and we go to places that are not
necessarily mainstream travel destinations."
They hosted the dinner Wednesday, April 21 that included the
London students and faculty, UTEP geology students and faculty
members, and a visit by UTEP President Diana Natalicio.
The students, although stressed about their upcoming final
exams, seemed to relax as they ate and chatted around the pool.
"Hopefully we'll make a good connection with them as a result of
this," Serpa said. "That will just be a bonus that comes out of it." ~

